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PREFACE

‘Shatashloki’ of Shri Shankara Bhagvatpada is printed for the first time with
the commentary of Shri Anandagiri. Unlike the brief word-to-word commentary
published by the Mysore Govt. Oriental MSS Library in the early years of this
century, the present commentary is vivid, analytical and precise. It quotes all
the relevent vedic texts which form the basis of Shatashloki and interprets them
according to Bhashyas of sayana and others. The Upanishadic texts quoted
here are from the Brihadaranyaka and Ihsavasya of Madhyandina recension, and
are not interpreted according to Shri Shankarachary’s Bhashyas which are on the
Kanva recension. The comments are based on yet unidentified source. They
are faithful to the Advaitic tradition, though differing in interpretation. In
only one place the author quotes from Shankara and Sureswara. Fhe colophon
at the end of the commentary reads “by Anandagiri the pupil of Shuddhananda
Pujyapada”.Now the question arises whether Shri Anandagiri,the celebrated comm-
entator of almost all the works of Shri Shankara and Sureshwara, wrote this
work ? If so why did he ignore Shri Shankara’s interpretations of these Sruti
texts in preference to some other interpretation. The only plausible explanation
can be that of Shakhabheda. But since the differance is nominal and Shri
Sureshwara has practically considered all the Madhyandina variations, the
commentator will be expected to refer to them rather thanan unknown source.
Moreover the date of Shri Anandagiri is held to be the first quarter of the 14th
century, and that of Sayana Madhava, the author of Vedabhashyas, as the last
quarter of the |4th century. Hence Shri Anandagiri who lived earlier could not
have quoted from the Bhashyas of a later author. But since these dates are
approximate and not too large a gap between, the matter can not be clinched.

Under these circumstances we are led to doubt whether Shri Anandagiri
the annotator of Shatashloki, may not be different from the famous Anandagiri
who annotated Bhashya and Vartikas. The doubt is further confirmed because
the commentary on Shatashloki gives equivalents even to ordinary Sanskrit
words (eg)

gan: g, twan: e, weaw: gfgaw:, afeor: gafor: (S1100)
such synonymnal approach is quite unlike the great tikas of Shri Anandagiri.
However the commentary is quite valuable and seems to be an authoritative
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work'from the pen of a great master of Vedanta, hence no apelogy is needed
for its publication.

i SHATASHLOKI

Shatashloki can be roughly divided into eight parts. First five parts prove
atman to be dlfferent from the five sheaths. Sixth part deals with the Karma
t};ﬁgry of the. Vedantlns, _the unreallty of the universe is established in the
seven@, and fmally the Jwanmuktl is detailed in the eighth. All these topics
are de,alt with great, subhmlty and ease, and are proved logically with sufficient
Lllustt&t:pﬂﬁ. Yedlc quotatlons, a{nd expenence

‘Wie are obliged to the anthorities of the Saraswati Bhavan who allowep
us to-copy the manuscript of the tika from the manuscripts under their custody.

‘Shatashlokl with Shri Anandaglrl § commentary forms a part of the Vol. I
of  Advaita Grantharatna Man]usha ‘series begun by H. H.Swami Shri
Mahesliananda Giriji Maharaj Maha Mandaleshvar and Pontiff of Sri Dakshma-
murt1 Peetha of Varana51 '

S.S. SHASTRI
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